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the Boundary Commission, and began to
draft his report. Soon the steady lalr
involved brought Jhsicc. He aliandoned
his tourist program, stuck to his task,
anil plunged into the mass of details.

Evidently this attitude on his part
jierplexed someliody. After he had dined
an'l was wavering Itetween "PhCdrc"
at the theater and a disquisition on
I'sbcg Tartars in his room, he was :iked
to go to tlie hotel office. There a
official requested the pleasure of seeing
his passport. Such a proceeding in the
Russia of to-da- y is unusual in the
of reputable foreigners traveling through
the country. Armstrong felt that some
person of influence hail birred up the
authorities to make things uncomfortable.

The jiolice agent was surprised when
the document was produced. It was a
Foreign Office passjtort, vised by the
KuMan Ambassador in London, and
indorsed by the Governor of liaku. the
latter authorization having been obtained
by the Colonel of Cossacks.

'It is in ierfect order. gosvd:K."
said the man gravely, returning it.

"Hut why have you examined it5"
demanded Armstrong. "Why have you
picked me out of dozens of jieople in the
hotel for this personal scrutiny:"

The policeman shrugged his shoulders.
"You are obeying orders, of course."

went on Armstrong. "However. 1 shall
make it my business to reiiort the inci-

dent to the Ministry of the Interior. I

regard it as an affront."
The man vanished. The hotel em-

ployees groveled. Here was one who
dared to iiestion the proceedings of the

police.
The next twenty-fou- r hours left him.

as far as he knew, without further sur-
veillance, lie grew impatient :is the
hour for the arrival of the S.irato:! train
passed and nothing happened. He was
beginning to think that some stupid hoa
had btvn perpetrated on him. when,
while he was dressing for dinner, a letter
was slipped under the doo of his room.

He heard the rustle of the paper on
the carpet and darted to the door to
look out. A serving-mai- d was hurrying
iwav along the corridor. He called to

her. but she whisked out of sight. The
le'ter itself was as perplexing as the man-
ner .f its delivery. It had not been
wn'tcti long, and it read:

mr I, Yij.'.iinir S.isstilitcii. tit to you the
l t cn frt'in Atkarsk in the name of your
!. 'i lnm-l- . Print e Mclnikoti has lied.

r trcrn.l an-- bis lather are not a! scit en
i 'ting excursion. Thf. are pn-- . 'tier in
t' hands of I'nme Milir"-.-. :T"s .i.lhcrcnts.

' sf as outlaws. I.uly Kraiyntrmie
iir n I n i virtuallv a prisoner in the juLuc
tit I iti tki. She mil be cajoled or ijviil
i:it in image with the Prince, as the ;nce
. ! r' i Itiucrance f her father am! brother.
1 ! nc wameil her in the fast; but un!irtu-na- tt

she tin. not understand my m 'lives,
ani it " probable that she revealed stunt-thin:- ;

t 1'iti. a my JkIj rs m the palace

ti i : ttsl and have !eeii rcini-vts!- . stine
t.I then will die. You. as all Kngli'ituan and
a tin ' ! t'to family, sua; lie aMc t help
ba.lv I nmntrude and the other-- . T!,a: is
viv I have fine to Mo-vo- to See you

There follow el an ela":orate direction
of the manner in which, by using various
doors o; the Salon de V.irietes. he could
1 a'l'e anv pursuer, reach a side street,
and vv. .ilk t a house nut far disian

disliked and distrusted this
:r.e!. Mlraui.isic pro. ceding. He knew no:
what wild adventure it portendeil, while
the statements in the le'ter were hardlx
crcdi' le Xevertheless. the name nt the
writer, coinciding with that, of the w m.m
found dead at Ascot, and the undoubted
knowle Ige the man Hscsscd o! his tele-
gram to I.ord I'arlingh.im, led him to
keep the rendezvous.

In case of a trap being laid fur him.
he se. tired the letter in t.is i

at'er copying its intru Hon- -. Then, if
he was arrestee!, j; would be available to
pr e his good faith

I was ti"t until he stonl face to face
wrh S.issuliteh and hear 1 from the man's
lip a lat'liful and surprisingly mtnute ao-co'- in

: all that had taVen place at Han-ntfk- a

that he rciltcd the full extent of
the j ' laid against Krmyntru.le no
le& than the nk ot the enterprise to ,
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which ho was :iskoI to commit himsolt.
On the one hand, the prl na to e

trickeil into a marriage which would ex-

tricate l'rince MelnikosT from manv dirti- -
culties and place him tirmly in oitin
a Governor of liannotkii ami autocrat
of a Province as large a Scotland. On
the other, were she roc-no- d in time, there
would le marshaled against those wh

.iieliH.il her all the might of a ruler wln

disjiosl of men's lives ami fortunes.
, .love all. Frank had only the word of ;t
liroken man. admittedly a friend, if not
an active memlier. of the secret organ-

isation which Imrrous. mole-lik- e, in Rus-
sian tiolitical life, and against which
ezardom wagc-- s incessant war. Knnyn-trwl- e

might le willing to marry the
Prince SasMilitch said she was not: lt
her brother actiuilly had given him a date
ii.Msl for the ceremony.

The way was dark and vague. Imt his
hesitation did not continue long. If he
could see Knnyntrude herself, a word
from her lips would dispel the cloud of
uncertainty and doul it that obscured all
recent transactions at Hannofka. He
agreed, under certain restrictions, to meet
Sassulitch at the Ryazan Station next
morning and travel with him to the Volga.

Late into the night lie wrote and emkd
the draft rcj-ort- . He inclosed it with a
letter to his London agents, asking them
to hand it to the Foreign Ofiice if he did
not send further instructions within a
fortnight.

At that very hour, Julie. Knnyntrude's
maid, was crying hysteric-all- at her mis-

tress's knees;. She had witnessed in-

voluntarily the hanging of the tele-grap-

ojierator at Hauuoika. He had copied
a message once too often.

And F.rmyntrudo. pallid and wide-eye- d

with terror, was murmuring a prayer
for help. Unnoticed, among the pile of
Utters and newspapers which daily
reached the castle from Fngland. wa
Frank's letter to her brother. She had
opened it before, thinking that the time
did not brook hesitation n such a jxiint.
and therein read the plain rcaordof Prince
.Melmko'Vs duplicity.

What did it all portend? Toward what
fate was she drifting? Ilc-- r mother had
telegraphed that she was ill and unable to
leave London. Was that a lie too?
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